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Keep your 99 cents. iTunes allows you to convert any MP3 to an iPhone ringtone. When I owned Palm Centro, I used the excellent MiniTones freeware app to turn Brendan Benson's Spit It Out into my ringtone. But when I upgraded to an iPhone, I discovered that iTunes charges 99 cents for ringtones – even if you already have the song. My cheap skating nature doesn't allow it.
(It's not money, it's the beginning of the thing.) So I decided to roll my own iPhone ringtone, which turned out to be a pretty easy process. Start iTunes and find the song you want to convert. (Must be an MP3.) Right-click the song and choose Get Info. Check the Start time and Stop time boxes, and then enter the hours for each (no more than 30 seconds apart, the maximum length
of a ringtone). I used 0:00 and 0:30 respectively, as Spit It Out has a perfect ascending advantage. Click OK, then right click on the song again and choose Create AAC Version. You should immediately see a new 30-second version of the song. Drag that version out of iTunes and into the folder of your choice. Delete the 30-second version of iTunes and undo the Start/Stop Time
changes to the original. Open the folder containing the 30-second AAC file you dragged out of iTunes, then change the file extension from .m4a to .m4r. Double-click it and it is immediately added to iTunes ringtone library. Finally, sync your iPhone. When you're done, you can head to the settings and select your new ringtone. That's all there is to it! What songs will you assign to
ringtone duty? Leave a comment and nominate your favorites. In the meantime, have a happy new year! See you back here at 09. This story, Convert any MP3 into an iPhone ringtone was originally published by TechHive. Note: When you buy something after clicking the links in our articles, we may earn a small commission. Read our affiliate links policy for more details. Use
iTunes or Windows Media Player to transfer songs from your computer to your MP3 player. The tools for this include a Windows or Mac computer, an mp3 player and a USB or cable cable compatible with the iPhone. Connect the MP3 Player Connect the mp3 player to your computer using a mini or micro-USB cable or an iPhone cable. Connect the small endpoint to the MP3
player and USB endpoint to your computer. Open a media playerOpen Windows Media Player or iTunes, depending on whether you're using a Windows or Mac computer; iTunes works for both Windows and OS X. For iPods and other Apple MP3 players, iTunes automatically detects these devices and provides an option to synchronize the content. For non-Apple devices, look for
the Synchronize to Windows Media Player to connect your MP3 device. Synchronize your iTunes In files, click the Music tab to select the synchronization options, or expand the icon to view the contents of the Player. Then drag and drop songs from the iTunes library to your device. In Windows Media Player, enable or disable automatic synchronization. Select all songs you want
to transfer device, and then click Start Sync. Wait for the process to finish and disconnect the MP3 player. There are a lot of crazy audio converters out there trying to get you to pay $20 for something you can do for free with this hidden feature in iTunes. It's easy to use and works with your pre-existing library. Open the iTunes preferences (iTunes preferences &gt;, or
Command+Comma) and navigate to the General tab. Click the Import Settings button at the bottom. This window allows you to change the format in which new songs are added to your library. You can choose from any of the options here, but we will use MP3. By default, the bitrate is quite low, but you can turn it on: the bitrate directly controls audio quality. 320kbps is as high as
most MP3s go and is very good quality. However, if the file you are converting is not of the same quality, it will not make a difference. RELATED: How does file compression work? Now that we have changed the import settings, we can use the function built into Create a copy to duplicate a song. Since we have chosen MP3 as our file format of choice, the encoder will use that
when copying the song. You can find this option in File &gt; create an MP3 version. This will duplicate the file, so you have two files with the same name in the library after that. You can right-click any of them and choose Show in Finder from the drop-down menu to access the actual MP3 file. You can convert as many songs at once as you'd like. iTunes saves the copies under the
same album folder, so you can sort by Modified Date or Date Added in Finder to choose the new songs. Search for files created at the same time. From here you can move them elsewhere or delete old files. If you need something better than using iTunes, or don't want to add your files to iTunes just to convert them, you can try XLD, a free and open source audio converter. Just
download the DMG, open the program and select the production format, and then choose Open from the file menu. It will automatically convert the files and save them to the same directory. Image credits: David Weedmark's flatvector/Shutterstock Using song editing capability on iTunes, you can transform any song into a personal ringtone for your iPhone. All you have to do is
create a copy of your favorite track and then pinch it a little to turn it into a ringtone your iPhone can use. The ringtones should be 30 seconds or less, so you'll have to choose which part of the song you want to use. Start iTunes. If prompted, sign in with the same Apple ID and password you use for your iPhone. Drag a music file to the iTunes music library or press Ctrl-O to import
it. song in the music library or playlist. Right-click the file name and select Get Info. Click the Options tab of the window that opens. Click the check boxes next to the song's start time and Stop Time and change the times so that the song is 30 seconds or shorter in length. If you want to start the song one a, then change the start time to 1:00 and the stop time to 1:30. Click OK.
Right-click the song again. This time, select Create AAC Version to create a copy of your song in AAC format. If you don't see this option, you need to change your iTunes preferences (see next step). A duplicate 30-second version of the song appears in the music library under the original. If you don't have the option to create an AAC version of a song, press Ctrl-B to reveal the
iTunes menu bar. Then select Preferences from the Edit menu, and then click Import Settings button on the General tab. Click the Import Usage menu and select AAC Encoder. Click OK twice to close preference windows. Right-click the original song file and select Get Info again. Highlight and delete the start time and stop time, and then click OK. This returns the original song file
to its normal length. Open the Windows Control Panel, select Appearance and Customization, and then click Folder Options. Click the View tab, and clear the check box next to hide extensions for known file types. You must be able to see the archive extension of the song to convert it to a ringtone file. Right-click the 30-second AAC version of your song on iTunes and select Open
in Windows Explorer. Right-click the Windows Explorer file and select Rename. Highlight the .mp3 extension and replace it with the .m4r file extension used for ringtones. Press Enter. Click the menu button in the upper left corner iTunes, which should say Music and select Shades. The new ringtone appears on this page, indicating that you have successfully changed the file
extension. Connect your iPhone to your computer using its USB cable. Select your iPhone when it appears at the top right of the iTunes window. Click the Tones tab, and then click the Synchronize Tones button. Click Apply and then Sync After the synchronization is completed, close iTunes and disconnect the USB cable. Launch Settings from the iPhone's home screen. Scroll
down and tap Sounds. Scroll down again and tap Ringtone. You can now select your custom ringtone from the list of available options. So, you've found some songs or a great playlist on Spotify, but you want to listen to them offline. Fortunately, Spotify has a way to download your favorite songs so you can enjoy them whenever you want. Before you get too excited, you'll first
need a couple of things : a device to store the songs, a connection to and a Spotify Premium subscription. Spotify Prerequisites is a little picky about allowing you to download on certain devices, so here's a quick summary: On a desktop, you can save your songs and playlists that you like to listen offline, but - unlike mobile - albums and playlists are out of the equation. Desktop
How to download liked songs to desktop Downloading your entire catalog of liked songs on a computer couldn't be easier – just open the Liked Liked Songs (using the Spotify app for MacOS or Windows) and browse through the Download Switch. That's all there is to it. How to download playlists on your Desktop Step 1: When viewing a curated playlist that you want to download,
click the small heart-shaped icon, which is directly to the right of the Play button, to save it to the library for easy access. (If it doesn't, the download option will remain hidden.) Step 2: Then change the Download slider to the top right corner of any playlist. The playlist will start downloading, but note that it may take a while depending on the playlist size and speed of your Internet
connection. Once you've been done, the playlist will be accessible from within the Playlists section on the left side of the Spotify app for MacOS and Windows, along with all other playlists (even those that aren't downloaded for offline listening). Mobile How to download Liked Songs, an album, or a playlist on mobile If you're downloading your Songs Like playlist, album or playlist,
the procedure is the same across the board. Just load the collection you want to save, then tap the Download switch in the top right corner. Then the tracks will start downloading. Note: You don't have to follow a playlist or album to download it to your mobile device. Download a podcast to mobile Step 1: When viewing a podcast (such as Trends with Benefits), tap the three
horizontal dots in the top right corner or the three vertical dots, if you're using an Android device, to access the info panel. Step 2: Then select Manage Downloads. Step 3: A download icon will appear next to each episode, allowing you to select what you want to download. Note: You can also tap the three horizontal dots to the right of the individual episodes, and select Download
if you prefer a faster method. Troubleshooting Can't download additional songs? It could be because you've reached the limit of 3,333 songs per device so frustrating. If this is the case, we recommend that you delete a playlist from the offline listening library. It will free up space for the tracks you are trying to download. It's also worth bearing in mind that you're only allowed to
download songs on three devices at a time. Try adding more and you're going to hit a dead end. You get to this point and the only option is to do a U-turn by turning off offline listening on one of the other gadgets. Editors' recommendations
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